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Hi All


It’s been another three weeks since the last edition and sadly not much has changed.  The Committee 
did have a Zoom meeting last week to make sure everything was ok financially and with our horses.  All 
the ponies seem to be thriving in this time off, with Rocky going 
out last week with Rebecca and Sara Taylor - on his birthday too!  
Happy 12th Birthday Rocky.  


We have come to the conclusion that it is highly unlikely that 
Happy Landings will be getting back to work this year which is 
really sad for all of us.   We have to be considerate of both our 
drivers and our helpers.  All the RDA competitions have 
understandably been cancelled.  


We also discussed whether there should be a Christmas  lunch 
this year or whether to have a gathering at Easter 2021 instead.  
We will of course keep you up to date with any decisions we 
make.


It is very difficult to plan anything at the moment as you will all 
appreciate, but the Committee will continue to meet by whatever 
means they can, and will let you know if there is any change of 
plans.  Until then, keep smiling and stay safe.


A message from Di Westall 
Following a nasty (non horse related) accident 
nine weeks ago, I’m finally back riding Mac.  
With the beautiful mornings we have been 
having, I’m riding by 7.30am and it’s absolutely 
lovely.  I am taking it gently to begin with, as 
Mac is 24, and as I am the only person who 
rides him, he’s had a long rest.  He is shying at 
everything as though he’s seeing the world for 
the first time.  This morning it was wheelie bins 
and a new gate post.

I’m really missing my Wednesday mornings and 
Happy Landings family - I know I’m not the only 
one.

Take care everyone and stay safe.

Love Di x

Here is a lovely model of a horse which was 
made by Gemma Collier - love it Gemma

Anybody else being arty crafty?

	 	 

Jennifer Capon came across these when she was 
cleaning out a cupboard.  No date.  Unable to 
read price.  Unopened!!  Can she still use?   Are 
they matured (ha ha)

Emma is working at M&S still and Jennifer and 
Keith are enjoying their walks.  Jennifer had a 
distance walk with Anna Denham, and distance 
coffee with Christine Peacock.



JOSEPH’S STORY - Eileen Milsom 
As a lot of you may remember, a good few years ago, I brought a Kenyan boy to RDA whom we had sponsored 
through school and university.

Carol was kind enough to offer him a ride which he thought was marvellous.  We have visited him and his family on 
several occasions.  The family make us very welcome.  They live way out at the bottom of a fairly large hill where 
some wild animals roam.  When we left the last time we were asked when we would go back.  Our answer was the 
day Joseph gets married!

Joseph graduated to be a school teacher and is now 30 years old.  We visited the school on one occasion and it was 
a shock, so poor with broken windows and mud floor.

Joseph met a lovely girl, Lydia, and they had a baby girl called EILEEN! now two years old.

Last week we heard he was getting married on 11th July and we are so upset, as of course we cannot visit.  I asked 
him to tell us about the plans.  Below is his reply.  He has promised lots of photos which I will pass on in future 
newsletters when we receive them.


‘You were interested to know about the marriage ceremony and am pleased to shed some more light.  Well, what we 
will be having is a traditional marriage ceremony whereby I will be taking bride price to Lydia’s parents so that Lydia 
can fully become part of our family.  Initially one was supposed to pay 99 goats but nowadays with currency, the bride 
price is paid in form of money or an expensive present for the in-laws. 

Paying bride price is the first stage, then, if one may wish to have a church wedding, one may proceed to do so later.  
When taking the bride price, I will be accompanied by my parents and a few relatives, then at Lydia’s we will find her 
parents and family.  Then my parents and her parents will negotiate about the bride price then arrive at some figure.  
Normally the bride price depends on how a girl is educated, so Lydia having a good education, am paying a hefty one. 

Well, anyone in her village may turn up even if not invited.  I will have to send money before to prepare for the feast.  
We are not going to make vows during the bride price ceremony, this will happened in a church wedding later.’ 

Many of us will remember the lovely young man who came along that day and we wish him and his bride a very 
happy life together.   So disappointing for Len and Eileen not to be able to go, but hopefully, when time allows, they 
can go back to Joseph’s village and visit again.

TALK ABOUT ARTISTIC! 
The very talented Rebecca Taylor has been hard a work doing various commissions and thought you might 
like to see a couple of her recent pieces.  Always beautiful, but I particularly like the new ‘family’ portraits.

Just stunning.



An interesting day in the life of Flash 

This is a photo of Flash on a wet, windy afternoon at 
Sandringham just completing her cones course.  This 
was at the Attelage de Tradition competition last 
year.  We were in our wet weather clothes but Flash 
is in her normal show harness with full collar, patent 
leather and loads of brass to polish!  Her vehicle is a 
1910-20 original dog cart.  In those days dogs were 
trained to run behind the carriages just between the 
wheels, and the louvres on the side of the vehicle 
were there to feed extra air to the dog . Flash is not 
plaited because with the rules of the game, we do 
not plait natives in this country, nor do we trim 
feathers.  If the feathers are trimmed you would 
normally plait.  The loss of the hat caused us to 
giggle and we nearly hit the last cone.  It also looks 
as if I had removed the hat with my whip, but it was 
the wind!

Trish Lebus 

DOING HER BIT - Carolyn Mudford 

Carolyn Mudford has been helping out with the 
foodbank run by the Parish of Kirdford and 
Plaistow.  The photos show how much has been 
collected, and the other, after it was all 
distributed!  Apparently it is now filling up again.  
Some of it was used in their local villages, some 
for the Trussell Trust to assist In Petworth, and 
some has gone to Family Support Work.  This is 
a Sussex charity that has been helping children 
and their families through difficult times since 
1890.


RDA ANNUAL REVIEW - 2004 
Whilst doing a bit of sorting (which I think quite a few of us have been doing!) Janey Lawson came across 
an old copy of the RDA Annual Review which had a few mentions of Happy Landings! The last one refers 

to the competition Carol spoke about in the 
last edition talking about Arthur.


Well spotted Janey.




 A Message from Jacque Fox 

Dear All,

Hope everyone is well.  We have been busy at 
home with 5 people, 3 dogs and horses.  Lots of 
dog walking, gardening and looking after everyone.

My son and girlfriend have got a new puppy, a 
cavalier spaniel, who is having fun with my older 
boys


I have been riding lots, as the weather has been 
lovely.  Both my children have ridden too.  I am 
missing driving Rocky and doing my ballet, yes, 
you read correctly, Ballet!


Stay well everyone,

Love Jacque 

 

Deirdre’s flock or should that be pack? 



The young goslings treat her like their mum and 
the four legged friends don’t seem to mind one 

bit.

A VISIT TO THE COAST 

Eileen and Len Milsom went on an outing to 
Cobner on Chichester Harbour to check on their 
Wanderer Dingy having been there all winter and 
whilst there, spotted some lovely wild flowers


GLORIOUS ROSES FROM THE TAYLOR’S GARDEN

Looks like Sally Houghton has taken to the Milsom way of coping with barriers on her walk!



And finally a quiz to keep you amused - good luck!

Thank you everyone who has contributed to this edition.  Keep your stories and photos coming and 
there will be another edition when I have enough to include - it’s up to you.


Stay sane and safe

Angie xx (angelafiggis@yahoo.co.uk)
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