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Absolutely disgusting outside today, so it seemed a good idea to sit down and prepare this latest 
edition of our newsletter.  Despite my big plan to have a ‘memories’ edition, sadly I didn’t receive 
much, so I have combined what I have been sent.  

First though is a letter from our Chairman, Tom Mursell.

Hi Everybody,


I thought I should update you on the running of Happy Landings Driving Group at this strange time.

Your Committee has been keeping an eye on everything with the view to start driving as soon as it 
becomes clear it is safe to do so.  Sadly, we’re concluding that this won’t be happening this year. 
Great disappointment (and frustration) to everyone: volunteers, drivers, owners and your 
Committee.

We had a meeting the other day and have decided to postpone our AGM for the time being.  Other 
charities are postponing, some for up to 12 months.  We will update you as things become clearer.  
Rest assured Happy Landings is in a good position, compared to many other charities, thanks to 
our generous donors and prudent spending.  Personally the lack of our driving sessions has 
“brought it home” to me as to how valuable our activities are.  As with everything it’s “only when 
you don’t have it” you miss it!  The social interaction of drivers and volunteers is something we’ve 
all tended to take for granted.

As the famous song says “we’ll meet again…..”.  Your Committee is already having ideas on what 
we could do!


Best wishes and stay safe.

Tom

Sue Taylor has been busy baking and 
reminding me of what else we have been 
missing on a Wednesday morning - better for 
the waistline I’m sure, but ……yum!

News from Jennifer Capon 
“So sorry I had to cancel our social gathering, 
due to two lively dogs knocking me to the 
ground!!  Unhurt at first then pain in right foot 
and swelling so trip to A&E.  Badly sprained.

I’m meeting up with Di to rearrange a date . It 
will be nice to see others of our group”


“The photo of is Keith and myself at Wisley, 
before we all moved quickly when hearing 
thunder and just got to the car!”




For those of you who remember Trish Lebus’s 
lovely horse Biff, here he is in a somewhat 
different turnout!  Apparently they thoroughly 
enjoyed ski joring at home, so a few years ago 
they took him into the fields and managed a 
pretty good gallop.

Looks amazing!


TRISH LEBUS’S MEMORY FROM HLDG 

I remember when I was asked to supply a 
horse and carriage for a group of disabled 
people who were on a fund raising world tour 
using 80 different forms of transport.  They 
were to start their journey from the Reform 
Club in Pall Mall, in the steps of Phineas 
Fogg.


So Ann Sheldrake drove Arthur and I drove 
my pair of Biff and his friend Groucho.  We 
were supported brilliantly by Bob Mountney 
and Jennifer Capon and had a mounted 
escort from the Royal Mews.  The police were 
fabulous and I will never forget Bob running 
round the Victoria Monument to keep up with 
us.  It was all very good fun and quite an 
experience, and the horses coped so well 
with the London traffic.


CAROL PORTER’S  INTRODUCTION TO 
HAPPY LANDINGS 

“I still remember my first day at Happy 
Landings.  After my accident, I was determined 
to start riding again as soon as I was allowed, 
but after a year it was obvious it wasn’t going to 
be the same and I would only ever be able to 
ride in an arena.  Then someone introduced me 
to Happy Landings  I will never forget my first 
drive with the lovely Paintbox and Margaret as 
my AB Whip.  We drove all round the farm at 
Dounhurst and I thought, ‘yes, this is something 
I can do!’   
And the rest they say is history

SUE UNDERHILL’S MEMORY 

One of my memories is from Dounhurst.  We did 
a carriage drive through Wephurst and out to 
Kirdford stopping on the green in front of the 
Foresters Arms for a sandwich and a drink while 
the ponies enjoyed the grass.

We were met by carers and more helpers which 
enabled us to change drivers for the trip back.

It was a lovely morning where everyone was 
involved.

My memory of happier times at Happy Landings with everyone working 
together for a wonderful Fun Day at Burningfold

This came from 
Deirdre just as I 
was finishing this 
edition.  So lovely 
to see her and 
Misty out and 
about after so 
long


