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BOB MOUNTNEY 

As many of you will possibly know already, Bob sadly passed away last week, after a long battle.

Bob sadly had to stop working with the Group a couple of years ago, so those new to us won’t have 
had the pleasure of working with him, but Carol has kindly 
put together a piece about him.


‘Despite being allergic to 
horses, Bob worked as a 
mounted policeman in the 
London area.  He has a 
lovely voice and sang with 
the London Welsh Male 
Voice Choir and travelled 
u p t o L o n d o n e v e r y 
Thursday for choir practice 
and went all over England 
giving concerts, many of which were for charity.  About 15 years ago, 
he organised one at the Hawth Theatre in Crawley to raise money for 
our group - the concert was great and afterwards they all went into 
the bar for a drink and carried on singing - it really was a fabulous 
evening.


When Bob retired he moved down 
to Sussex and joined the BHS 
Committee but was looking for 

something more to fill his time and when I suggested he joined 
Happy Landings, he jumped at the chance.  That was 23 years ago 
and he stayed with us until his illness meant he was unable to help 
any longer.  He was so helpful taking charge of the loading and 
unloading team so very efficiently and for many years was the only 
male volunteer.  He got on really well with all our drivers and was 
always joking and laughing with them.  I am glad that we were able 
to take him and Ann out for a drive last year as he never got to see 
the lovely farmland we drive round at Tismans.  They both 
thoroughly enjoyed it.


One event I will never forget is Bob trying to organise a musical 
drive for us.  We had four ponies at the time ranging from a 15hh 
very forward going pony, to an 11hh shetland and 2 very elderly 
ponies in between  Poor Bob got so frustrated that they were unable 
to keep together  and after a few practices the idea was quashed when one of the drivers threatened 
to get out of the carriage as she wasn’t used to be shouted at!!’


He will be greatly missed by everyone who knew him.


Welcome to the 7th Edition of our Newsletter. 

The sunshine has helped a bit to allow us to go out and about a bit more, and hopefully some of you 
will be meeting up with Jennifer and others for a get together which I can report about in another 
issue.

We have however to start this edition with memories of a really lovely man.



A VERY HAPPY 80TH BIRTHDAY TO  
PEPE CLOTHIER 

What a pity we couldn’t all be together to wish 
Pepe a very happy birthday, but we thought it 
should at least be marked with a photo of her as 
smiley as ever.


News from Pam Hutchison 

Hi, I thought you might like to know that 
during the long spell of lockdown, we have 
had some fun at the new yard Sadie and I 
have moved to.  Most of the time she spends 
in the field and then comes in for a snooze.  
We can’t work her too much because she is 
very stiff in her back leg, but we do take her 
out on short hacks that she likes.

GEMMA COLLINGWOOD’S ARTISTIC FLAIR 

Gemma sent me this lovely picture she painted 
of Andy’s horse Gus.


It was obviously a lovely day when she visited.


Great picture, Gemma

ROCKY SAYS YOU CANNOT BE TOO 
CAREFUL  - ha ha! 

That’s all for this edition, but I would like to do the next one about your memories of Happy Landings.  
What you have done with the group, competitions, funny stories of things that have happened etc etc 
and of course lots of photos!  I am sure most of you have something you can contribute and I have 
already been sent a couple of pieces by people, so do put your thinking caps on and let’s see if we 
can make the next edition a fun one of memories of Happy Landings.


Until then, continue to take care of yourselves and enjoy the sunshine.  I am lucky enough to be in 
Suffolk with family but will be home soon to meet up with the Happy Landings Committee - it will be 
great to see everyone face to face but of course at a distance.


Angie 

Email: angelafiggis@yahoo.co.uk
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